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SRI SWAMI SIVANANDA

Born on the 8th September, 1887, in the illustrious family
of Sage Appayya Dikshitar and several other renowned
saints and savants, Sri Swami Sivananda had a natural flair
for a life devoted to the study and practice of Vedanta. Added
to this was an inborn eagerness to serve all and an innate
feeling of unity with all mankind.

His passion for service drew him to the medical career,
and soon he gravitated to where he thought that his service
was most needed. Malaya claimed him. He had earlier been
editing a health journal and wrote extensively on health
problems. He discovered that people needed right knowledge
most of all; dissemination of that knowledge he espoused as
his own mission.

It was divine dispensation and the blessing of God upon
mankind that the doctor of body and mind renounced his
career and took to a life of renunciation to qualify for
ministering to the soul of man. He settled down at Rishikesh
in 1924, practised intense austerities and shone as a great
Yogi, saint, sage and Jivanmukta.

In 1932 Swami Sivananda started the Sivanandashram, In
1936 was born The Divine Life Society. In 1948 the
Yoga-Vedanta  Forest Academy was  organised.
Dissemination of spiritual knowledge and training of people
in Yoga and Vedanta were their aim and object. In 1950
Swamiji undertook a lightning tour of India and Ceylon. In
1953 Swamiji convened a ‘World Parliament of Religions’.
Swamiji is the author of over 300 volumes and has disciples
all over the world, belonging to all nationalities, religions
and creeds. To read Swamiji’s works is to drink at the
Fountain of Wisdom Supreme. On 14th July, 1963 Swamiji
entered Mahasamadhi.
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GENERAL RULES FOR READING
SRI SRI CHANDI

In the morning after taking bath and finishing one’s daily
Puja (Sandhya etc.), one should sit on a clean and pure Asana
(seat) facing North or East with mind concentrated and full of
Bhakti (devotion). Sri Sri Chandi should be read with firm faith,
devotion and correct pronunciation. During the time of reading,
one should not talk, think, sleep, sneeze, yawn or spit, but read
with full concentration on Devi in the form which appeals to
him. He should not stop in the middle of a chapterand the book
should be placed on a stand, preferably a copper plate. At the
beginning and end of each chapter bells are to be rung. Before
reading, it is necessary to do the Sankalpa and Sri Devi Puja.
Tuesday, Friday and Saturday are specially auspicious in a
week for the reading of Sri Sri Chandi. Devi Tithis are Ashtami,
Navami and Chaturdasi. The reading should be in the following
order:—

1. Devi Suktam, 2. Kavacham, 3. Argala Stotra, 4. Keelakam,
5. Ratri Suktam, 6. Devi Mahatmya, 7. Phala Sruti and
8. Kshama Prarthana.

Sri Sri Chandi is divided into three parts:—

1. Prathama (first), 2. Madhyama (middle) and 3. Uttara
(final).

The first chapter contains the glory of Maha Kaali, the 2nd,
3rd and the 4th chapters glorify Sri Maha Lakshmi, and the last
nine chapters from the 5th to the 13th, glorify Sri Maha
Sarasvati. He who reads Sri Sri Chandi with faith and devotion
attains health, wealth, long life and salvation.
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1. Devi Suktam (According to Rig Veda)

The 8 Slokas composed by Vak, the daughter of Maharshi
Ambharin, are from the Rig Veda, 10th Mandala, 10th
Anuvaka, 125th Sukta. These Slokas express the truth realised
by Vak, who identifies herself as Brahma Sakti, and expresses
herself as 11 Rudras, 8 Vasus, 12 Adityas and all the Devas—
Indra, Agni and Asvini Kumaras—who are sustained by Her
and She is the source, substratum and support of the whole
world. She is verily Brahmasvarupini. o

2. Devi Kavacham -

The Devi Kavacham consisting of 61 Slokas is in
Markandeya Puranam. This Kavacham (armour) protects the
reader in all parts of his body, in all places and in all difficulties."
Every part of the body is mentioned and Devi, in all different
forms, is being worshipped. Further, Devi, in different names, is
prayed to for happiness, wealth, health, power and prosperity.

3. Argala Stotra
Here Rishi Markandeya is telling his disciples in 27 inspiring
couplets on the greatness of Devi. She has been described in all
aspects and names and at the end of each Sloka, prayer is
offered to Devi for material prosperity, physical fitness, fame
and victory.

4. Keelakam
Here also Rishi Markandeya tells his disciples in 16 Slokas
the ways and means of removing obstacles faced by devotees
while reading Devi Mahatmya. Reading of Keelakam brings
blessings of Devi and spiritual harmony and peace of mind and
success in all pursuits.
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5. Ratri Suktam

Ratri Suktam (8 Slokas) has been taken from Rig Veda, 10th
Mandala, 10th Anuvaka, 127th Sukta, which shows that Devi
was worshipped from time immemorial. Devi is described as
the all-pervading Supreme Lord of the Universe appearing in
Omkara. Ratri means She who fulfils our prayers.
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INTRODUCTION

The Devi Mahatmya or the Durga Saptasati is a unique book
in this world. It is the base and the root of the religion of the
Saktas. It is a Kamadhenu for one and all; it gives whatever man
wants. It gives Bhakti in this world and Mukti afterwards. Itis a
powerful reservoir of Mantras from the beginning to the end.
Every verse of this text is a dynamic force which acts
powerfully in overhauling the nature of man.

The first verse of the text implies that the whole book is an
explanation of the root of the Devi-Mantra, viz., “Hreem”.
There are many commentaries on this text which explain it
either in a mystical way or in the ordinary manner. Whatever be
the case, the Mantras of the Saptasati are not to be neglected by
one who wishes to lead a good and peaceful life in this world.

The conception of the Infinite as Mother is not an altogether
meaningless one. The Rigveda bears testimony to the fact that
even in such ancient times, there was the persistent belief that
the Ruler is the All-compassionate Mother. Further, Mother is
the personality that appeals most to the human heart, not so
much the Father who is considered a hard task-master.
Moreover the conception of the Divinity as Devi, Durga or Sri,
is not merely a theory but a practical way of life. It is a particular
view which cannot be set aside. It is as important as any school
of religious belief, and is one of the most important reigning
branches of Hindu religion—Vaishnavism, Saivism and
Saktaism. Even a subtle philosopher cannot dispense with the
conception of Sakti, for he is essentially an embodiment of
Power, and he has love for power. The highest Intelligence and
the most speculative metaphysics is only a manifestation of
Jnana-Sakti and is not outside the range of Saktaism. Let us
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therefore adore and worship the Glorious Mother. for the
purpose of attaining Wisdom or Self:realisation!

The Saptasati may be read daily so as to be completed in
seven days in the following manner of division of chapters: 1, 2,
1,4, 2, 1, 2—first; second and third; fourth; fifth, sixth, seventh
and eighth; ninth and tenth; eleventh; twelfth and thirteenth.
This is the traditional rule. The Saptasati may be read with any
motive in the mind, and that shall be fulfilled. Read it for any
purpose in life, and that you shall have. Read it for the sake of
Spiritual Knowledge, and you will be blessed with it. Since
Sakti is the basis for all Ichchha (Desire), Jnana (Knowledge)
and Kriya (Action), man cannot fall outside the realm or the
kingdom of Sakti. The whole man is but Sakti, and hénce he
shall have everything through worship of Sakti. -

May the blessings of Devi Durga be upon you all! May She
bless you all with spiritual illumination and Self-realisation!
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THE INDIAN CONCEPT QF
THE DIVINE MOTHER!

Since the dawn of civilisation, when the primitive man lived
in a matriarchal society, the worship of the Divine Mother came
into practice. Later on, as civilisation progressed, the
matriarchal pattern gradually faded out, and the father became
the head of the family unit, where he was treated as the man in
authority and to whom every one looked for guidance and
approval. Consequently there was a change in the concept of
God as such; the Fatherhood of God was established. But
Mother-worship persisted simultaneously, since this concept
was psychologically more appealing to the devotee, the Mother
being nearest in filial affection to the child. Subsequently, a
sympathetic harmony between the Motherhood and Fatherhood
of God was developed by the Hindu religion; the people
worshipped Sita and Rama, or Radha and Krishna, together.

The concept of the human mind is based on relative
experience. Subjective idealism, therefore, in its initial stages,
takes the aid of objective and relative analogies. God is neither
limited to abstract or concrete concepts. But it is easier to
establish a conscious relationship with the Providence in terms
of benevolent fatherhood or affectionate, kindly motherhood
than by the concept of an unfathomable void. God is devoid of
qualities, in reality, but a relative superimposition of the
positive ideals of goodness and virtue is essential for
self-culture and spiritual progress of the aspirant.

Mother is very kind to her child. You are more free with your
mother than with anybody else. It is the mother who protects

1 Navaratri Message delivered by Sri Swami Sivanandaji Maharaj in 1953.
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you, nourishes you, consoles you, cheers you and nurses you.
She is your first preceptor. She sacrifices her all for the sake of
her children. In the spiritual field also, the aspirant has very
intimate relationship with the Divine Mother.

The Upasana or the worship of the Universal Mother leads to
the attainment of the knowledge of the Self. The Yaksha Prasna
in Kenopanishad supports this view. Approach Her with an
open heart. Lay bare your mind with frankness and humility.
Let your thoughts be pure and sublime. Become as simple as a
child. Pulverise your individual entity, the egoistic nature,
cunningness, selfishness and crookedness. Make a total
unreserved, ungrudging self-surrender to Her. Chant Her
Mantras. Worship Her with faith and unflinching devotion.

Durga Puja or Navaratri is the most suitable occasion for
doing intense Sadhana. These nine days are very sacred to
Mother. Plunge yourself in Her worship. It is an occasion
symbolising the victory of the higher, divine forces over the
lower, negative qualities that find their expression in injustice,
oppression, aggrandisement, greed, selfishness, hatred and a
host of other undivine forces that add to the suffering of man.

Worship the Mother in all Her manifestations. She is the
creative aspect of the Absolute. She is symbolised as Cosmic
Energy. Energy is the physical ultimate of all forms of matter
and the sustaining force of the Spirit. Energy and Spirit are
inseparable. They are essentially one. The five elements and
their combinations are the external manifestations of the
Mother. Intelligence, discrimination, psychic power and will
are Her internal manifestations. Humanity is Her visible form.
Service of humanity is, therefore, the worship of the Divine
Mother.

Feel that the Mother sees through your eyes, hears through
your ears, and works through your hands. Feel that the body,
mind, Prana, intellect and all their functions are Her
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manifestations. The one, universal life throbs in the heart of all.
How can there be any room for hatred and selfishness, when by
hating another you are but denying your own self. Drive deep
this consciousness within your heart. Always meditate and
practise this ideal of divine oneness.

Mother’s grace is boundless. Her mercy is illimitable. Her
knowledge is infinite. Her power is immeasurable. Her glory is
ineffable. Her splendour is indescribable. She gives you Bhukti
_ (material prosperity) and Mukti (liberation) also. She is pleased
with a little purity of heart. The sacred Durga Puja is
approaching. Do not lose this glorious opportunity. Make a
definite and sincere attempt to obtain the grace of the Mother.
She will transform your entire life, and bless you with the milk
of divine wisdom, spiritual insight and Kaivalya.

The Worship of the Divine Mother

Devi is synonymous with Sakti or the Divine Power that
manifests, sustains and transforms the universe as the one
unifying force of Existence. In fact, worship of Devi is not
sectarian; it does not belong to any cult. By Devi or Sakti we
mean the presupposition of all forms of existential power, the
power of knowledge, of omniscience. These powers are the
glorious attributes of God—you may call Him Vishnu or Siva or
as you like. In other words, Sakti is the very possibility of the
Absolute’s appearing as many, of God’s causing this universe.
Sakti and Sakta are one; the Power and the one who possesses
the Power cannot be separated; God and Sakti are like fire and
heat of fire.

Devi-worship or Sakti-worship is therefore worship of God’s
glory, of God’s greatness and supremacy. It is adoration of the
Almighty. It is unfortunate that Devi is misunderstood as a
blood-thirsty Hindu-Goddess. No, Devi is not the property of
the Hindu alone. Devi does not belong to any religion. Devi is
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the conscious power of the Deva. Let this never be forgotten.
The words Devi, Sakti etc. and the ideas of the different forms
connected with these names are concessions given to the
limitations of human knowledge, human comprehension.
Bhagavan Sri Krishna says in the Gita, ‘This is only My lower
nature Sakti; beyond this is my higher nature, the Original
Sakti, the life-principle which sustains this entire universe.’ The
Upanishad says, “The Para Sakti, the Supreme Power of this
God, is heard of in various ways; this Power is the nature of God
manifesting as knowledge, strength and activity.” Truly
speaking all beings of the universe are Sakti worshippers, for
there is none who does not love and long for power in some
form or other. Physicists and scientists have proved now that
everything is pure imperishable energy. This energy is only a
form of Divine-Sakti which exists in every form of existence.

Since Sakti cannot be worshipped in its essential nature, it is
worshipped as conceived of in its manifestations viz., creation,
preservation and destruction. Sakti, in relation to these three
functions, is Sarasvati, Lakshmi and Kaali. These, as is evident,
are not three distinct Devis, but the one formless Devi
worshipped in three different forms. Durga Puja or Navaratri is
the festive occasion of the ‘nine-day-worship of Maha-Kaali,
Maha-Lakshmi and Maha-Sarasvati’, the Divinity of the
Universe adored in three ways.

Sarasvati is cosmic Intelligence, cosmic Consciousness,
cosmic Knowledge. Worship of Sarasvati is necessary for
Buddhi-Suddhi, Viveka-Vichara-Sakti, Jnana, self-
illumination. Lakshmi does not mean more material wealth like
gold, cattle etc. All kinds of prosperity, glory, magnificence,
joy, exaltation, greatness, come under the grace of Goddess
Lakshmi. Sri Appayya Dikshitar calls even final Liberation as
‘Moksha-Samrajya Lakshmi’. Hence worship of Lakshmi
means the worship of Divinity, the power that dissolves
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multiplicity in unity. The worship of Devi is therefore the
explanation of the entire process of spiritual Sadhana in all its
aspects.

During Durga Puja or Navaratri observe strict Anushthana
and purify your inner spiritual nature. This is the most
auspicious time in the year for Mother-Worship. Read Saptasati
or Devi Mahatmya and Lalita Sahasranama. Do Japa of the
Mantra of Devi. Perform formal worship with purity, sincerity
and absolute devotion. Cry for the Darshan of Mother Devi. The
Divine Mother will bless you with the knowledge, the peace
and the joy that know no end. May the Divine Mother Durga
establish righteousness or Dharma in the World! May She
destroy all dark hostile forces that disturb the peace of the
world! May She remove all sorts of epidemics and famine from
the land! May She bring supreme peace, prosperity and undying
bliss to all Her children of this world! May She transmute the
Asuras or the demons or people with diabolical tendencies into
Sattvic men! May She annihilate the Asuric tendencies, such as
lust, anger, pride, hypocrisy, etc. in human beings, which
represent Madhu Kaitabha, Mahisha, Sumbha and Nisumbha!

May She give the milk of divine wisdom to Her children and
lift them up to the magnanimous heights of divine splendour
and glory, the imperishable state of Kaivalya and eternal
sunshine!
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SRI DURGA SAPTASATI OR
‘'THE DEVI MAHATMYA

(THE GLORY OF THE DIVINE MOTHER)
THE FIRST CHAPTER

Markandeya said: The eighth Manu is called Savarni, the son
of Surya (Sun). I shall now tell you how he came into being.
Due to the grace of Mahamaya, that lord of the Manvantara
came to be the son of Surya.

There was a king called Suratha ruling over the whole earth.
He ruled his subjects like his own children. He was once
attacked by his enemies who tried to.capture his city by force.
He had a great fight with them. He was defeated in battle by
those wicked ministers and kings of the hostile party and was
compelled to leave his country. He felt extremely dejected, and
mounting on a horse, singly went to a dense forest. There he saw
an Ashram of a great Brahmin. There were many disciples in the
Ashram, studying sacred lore. The King was received warmly
by the sage.

There the king was wandering here and there and being
caught by the force of ‘mineness’ he thought within himself,
“Ah! What a sad state! Up to this time I was ruling this country,
and now it is occupied by the enemy. My ministers were serving
me faithfully, and now they are serving my enemies. My
subjects were happy during my rule, and I do not know how
they are being treated now. They are all serving a foreign ruler.
My treasury will be completely used up by the enemies!” Thus
and other things did the king ponder over.

In that Ashram, the king saw a Vaisya (the merchant-caste).
(43)
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The king asked him, “Who are you? What are you doing here?
Please tell me everything about you.” The Vaisya said, “My
name is Samadhi. I was born in a wealthy family. But I was
deprived of all my property by wicked people of my
neighbourhood, and all my family, wife and children deserted
me, and due to poverty I have taken shelter in this forest. I am
filled with grief. I do not know what has happened to my wife
and what my children are doing now. Whether they are living or
dead I do not know.” The king said, “When your wife and
children have deserted you, when you became penniless, why
then, are you so much attached to them even now?” The Vaisya
said, “O king! True exactly is what you say. I also know it. But
what to do? Still I love them. The nature of mind is such. It loves
even the wicked wife and the wicked children who have driven
me out. I cannot help it.”

Markandeya said: Then they both, the king and the Vaisya,
went to that sage who was residing in that Ashram. They both
prostrated before the sage, and with great reverence the king
questioned the sage, “O revered sage! I wish to ask you one
question. O sage! I have lost all my territory.  have now nothing
with me. But still I am having great attachment for my lost
kingdom, wife and children. O sage, why is this? This is a
Vaisya who has been deserted by his kith and kin due to his
poverty and still he has got great attachment for his wife and
children. We both are of the same type. We both are filled with
grief. We both are deluded. Please destroy our ignorance
through your wisdom.”

The sage said: O king! Yes, there is that wisdom in every
creature. Some animals are blind during the daytime, some are
blind during the night. Some are of the same sight during night
and day. Man has sight only during the day. Yet, all possess the
same wisdom. What is all this? Why is this difference? Look at
the moths falling on fire! Look at men falling in the fire of
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sensual objects! What difference is there among creatures here?
In spite of intelligence, all creatures are struggling for the sake
of belly. All are controlled and deluded by the Great Power, the
Mahamaya of Vishnu! Due to Her Power all this world is
working. Due to Her all are suffering. Due to Her all are happy.
There is no wonder in this. Even Jnanis are dragged by this
Maya by force, and they are totally deluded. She is the creator of
this universe, mobile and immobile. She, being pleased, gives
men the eternal salvation in the end. She is the cause of bondage
and liberation. She alone is all in all. She rules supreme over all
lords!

The king said: O sage! Who is that Devi Maya? How is She
born? I wish to hear everything about Her, who works such
wonders in this world.

The sage said: She is eternal, the manifestation of the
Supreme Power. She is pervading all this. Her coming into
being is heard of in various ways. When She reveals Herself for
the good of the gods, She is considered as being born. When
Maha Vishnu was merged in His Yoganidra during the time of
the great Dissolution, there arose two great demons, called
~ Madhu and Kaitabha from the dirt of Vishnu’s ears. They ran
towards Brahma who was just projected out from the great
Lotus of Vishnu’s navel, and came to devour him. Brahma saw
that Vishnu was asleep and that there was none to help him in
such a danger. In order to wake up Mahavishnu from His sleep,
Brahma prayed to Adimaya, the support of the universe, the
Supreme Goddess of the worlds, the Creatress, the Preserver
and Destroyer of everything.

Brahma said: O Devi! Thou art Svaha, Svadha and
Vashatkara! Thou art Nada, Ardhamatra, Savitri! Thou art the
Support of this world. Thou alone createst this universe. Thou
preservest this. Thou art Mahavidya, Mahamaya, Mahamedha,
Mahasmriti, and Mahamoha! Save me by waking up the great
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Vishnu. Thou art Prakriti, with three Gunas, Thou art
prosperity, Thou art peace and mercy. Thou art with countless
weapons. Thou art beautiful and dreadful. Thou art greater than
the greatest, O Devi! Whatever there is here is Thyself. What
more can I say? Vishnu would have helped me, He would have
saved me, but He is asleep. Kindly wake Him up, and delude
these Asuras, for I am in danger of life.

The sage said: Thus praised, the great Maya, entered the body
of Vishnu from all quarters. She opened His eyes, opened His
mind, opened His hands and opened every limb part by part.
The great Lord of the worlds, stood up with inexpressible
grandeur with all His powerful weapons. He saw two
formidable demons in front, who were of tremendous power,
who were extremely wicked in nature. They were trying to eat
up Brahma completely. Lord Hari fought with them for five
thousand years. Mahamaya began to delude these two demons
through Her power. In their ignorance, they asked Bhagavan
Vishnu, “Hari! What boon do you want? Ask from us.” The
Lord said, “Become you both My victims immediately.”

- The Rishi said: Seeing that there was no place where there
was no water, the demons said, “Yes, you can kill us where there
is no water.” Vishnu kept them both on His thighs where there
was no water and chopped off both of their heads with His
dreadful Sudarshana-Chakra. O king! Thus is a story how Maya
was born for the first time. Hear of Her great stories still more.



AY HLIHARTH

fednseam:
fafa=T: |
3 e oo R, Teeeidaar, i

Srgraefificas reageieey faf=m: |

Hereredear Ty

3o AFHHIT] TCYH U2 GTSH0SHT

TUE WRRATE o 99 oS guel GUASHY |
S IR 9 gl g% JEEEEl

T3 AfemfEHifig Tereedi gtwfemm |

‘P B BAwATE 119 11
SIS, qUiHeaErd 90 |
Hie¥sguomRy 2 ¥ e N2 1
- TR Ty | |
e = s Sy BTERT
qad: JUfoT <ar: g semafay |
JEEFC AT TAIRTESEaST! ¥ 11
47)



48 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

ERIERRRIS R ks e i

few: sermrgeaTafoey 1Y 11
ATl I TR0 F |

I AMRFRE & THanfasia 1& 1
wﬁﬁuimaé%qm‘gﬁl

fererf= @en weat wfgvor guen e 1
Teg: i arHuRisaiEay |

IROT o YOAT: T Seeae fafaeean e
ool friemr QEm Sty AYYEH: |

THR Y Y YHAF AT R 11
Farsfaerraguie afson agAma: |

FreEhm gl SR YRt | 1120 11
3ANT AT FHT IEHIGHT I |

et greaSa=T T IEER1
I qoE: | SIA-AHE gaaq |

TEU GO ST, 2R 11
aqgaaaaﬁaaé’q’amﬂm |

THEY TEYART SATHAI®E feaeT IRERN
TSNS AT @, |

AT WS H g fersvpdisEn ¥ 11
U ™ e g aTHa |

A0 I Vg HarerdsEn a: NRY I



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

ECMISECIRIER IR TECI
TG T FGEE: Haol = TR
TETE] S=T: TEET: TSI dorT |
ERCIERRACREGRIR I CE T 1]

YA o AR FAUE e 9 |
IR A AT FEHEEISET ¥
Td: THEAGAHT AR AT, |
at T g8 s afgmféar:

Y& YR €@ a8 Ry |
5 F GUAT, FOI: THCITE T
V€@ 9 I70: Wk g4 a8} gAwE: |
! SEEigT SO qege
W:WWH
TR T TEEIE UUEEEdg TS
HIACUST SIS T ATUfeaa |
TSITfETEHTEAT &t Fal HHSTH,
TRy e feamRt: |
HaY oA e aengd 9 e
&figemel TSR & qUT=R |
JgMT qe fesT Fueet FHewH =
areferg T Y Y, Fagy |
Y0 fomelt agg, Asehagamy

49

RE& 1

JRCAL

1< 11

HRR 11

IECHT

HRR I

HRR1

HRRII

HIRY 1]

HR& 11

HRE 1



50 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

FGAIHTATH FHEAEAGAY = |

fagernt 2 78 wy =nfafaedem 1R 11
STEATTIHETTIOT U & A |

STEAIghST Hien ey = R
JNCEHATIETED Tghal AT |

e, o g ety fafaenfy = 3R 11
TEIEN GO I GA1e: |

Y FIARIN AR 1130 ||
TR T T o 7 gioefifim |

TR e R Sre N3 11
wﬁmwﬁé:m@gzl | :
TR TG TR FeARG TH: 3R 11
ST Sfemred) HEr, |

&Y TheT TAIRT: TGS TR 133 11
T TG = Tl e |

RIfd oy qar amg: et N3¥ 11
e wiEwETeRTd: |

T GO Hegeel AR N3y 1
TAGRIAAIT TYTELECTIE: |

T fepwafela shramerTST HigETER: 1138 11
I T MeHITGH: |

Y <yt ddl el AT feamn 136 1]



UTEThT=T Fayd TR fgRaan=e |
I egsatfERe a
fem yoroEd gEmag AT Efeda |
q: S g T oA G,
AT FHGHIAIGT=IT |
m@ww

I ARG |
WM SR Wt
HIAAYAHT = Feavl HeTed: |
vamerg iy Frgatfre wergr:
AT WA Vgfaishan I8 T |
TATTSEEEES: TRaTia:

Al WA i 9 g AL |
foreTemeaisgamT = wamrgfireTyd:
I8 T T WHET IRaTia: |

A 9 TG ATTEAT:
394 W I HE T ARG |
Fifehifcagaeg WM gf<HT o
M 9 gal g TAHREET: |
dmfifuety wfeReeceen
T3Y: FF ¢ T Tt |

51

el

H3R I

11¥o |l

112 11

¥R 11

%3 1

¥ |1

¥4 11

%% |1

[1¥9ll

1¥e |



52 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

ff EgTIERE @ @1 &g J: |

a1t el FaeaTty ST Sfussh %R 11
e wfeesg Frommereafif |

ST Qe ST G 4o 1l
ATEITECRY AU Q4 |

WIS Fg! Yawe! oA Areehadt 142 11
FEUGEAY JAfeda gaw: |

famm g Ty gemm wisfre 4R 11
| UJ G Rl 1T ATHEER: |

T yfAifguTen et 43
EINREINS U E QRN EREE R

FATEIT TEgH, TN SERAITR EERTIAAY
TegTy ada afe ggHeied |

Tar et e e g efin Nk 1]
wgmiefiy yam e T8Eee_ |

IS S OUeRaH e Rae, HWg |
YT g TR SEEaT AR |

Hfug fgam Fardied: GgmUdEaTR Hue 1
feraifrar famam e gy 9@

g gl Tae =i & 10VAl

Hfufaafaar spt frm: yom agi |
A= e har: FHfaguiR 4R 11



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

m:m mﬁaawéﬂu
Fuiferg STEafsaSafiaTEeTR
it g ved fegria: |
fafesagaream ygesat TE™:
TSI o hivesan fgem &: |
foasfy == fnfy wftar: gefedm:
hefreIT G TEITHTGE: |
TR T g QEAATIT:
FAPSARNE: TG EI: |
forg fopfa s g wemga:
urfeie TGRS Ig-E |
TR WA T HERT:
sﬁﬁﬁmm:wugggzl
e TP TRUMTGLETH,
&0 T e~ e |
= & 9o Sfewqurgrengr=—y,
¥ 9 R HErTe e aha: |
TR srrog i fafaata
T My AT Fd Ig TG |

53

[1&o 11
&2 11
&R 11
&3 11
&Y |1
&4 11
H&& 11
&9 11
&< 1

113% 18R 11

370 efizrdbosegarol Firaldlds #easal Qdiargicae)
algargrIieeras) arer [gdiensearer: 112 1/



MADHYAMA CHARITAM
THE SECOND CHAPTER

The sage said: In days of yore, there was a great war going on
between the Devas and the Asuras, for one hundred years. The
leader of the Asuras was Mahisha and that of Devas was Indra.
But the Devas were defeated by the powerful Rakshasas and
Mahishasura became the ruler of the Devas in Heaven. The
defeated Devas complained to Brahma. They all went to Vishnu
and Rudra to tell the lamentable story. “O Lords! All of us are
completely overthrown by the terrible Mahishasura. Surya,
Indra, Agni, Yama, Varuna—all are defeated. We are now
wandering on the earth like mortals. We have come to You for
help. Kindly arrange for his destruction, for we have taken
shelter in You.”

Hearing these words of the Devas, Lord Vishnu was much
wroth, and opened the middle of His eyebrows. Rudra also
opened His third eye. Brahma also opened His angry eye. There
was a great and powerful effulgence bursting forth from the
foreheads of Brahma, Vishnu and Siva. Even from the
foreheads of all Devas an effulgence burst forth. All these
effulgences were united together to form a dreadful power
which was looking like a big mountain in size. All the quarters
were illumined by this Light, the essence of all the bodies of the
celestials. That effulgence appeared in the form of a Woman,
powerful and great. From the effulgence of Siva, Her face was
formed. Out of the power of Yama, Her hairs were formed. Her
hands were of the power of Vishnu, and Her legs were of the
power of Brahma. Thus all the parts of Her body were formed
out of the effulgent Power of one or the other among the gods.
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She was the essence of all the celestial beings. All the Devas
were very glad to look at Her.

All the Devas gave Her their respective important weapons in
order to fight the Asuras. Siva gave Her His Trisula, Vishnu
gave His Chakra, Varuna gave His Sankha, Agni gave His Sakti,
Wind-god gave the bow and arrows, Indra gave His Vajra,
Ghanta, Airavata, etc., Brahma gave His Kamandalu, Yama
gave His sword. Various Devas gave Her their garlands,
precious ornaments, waist-strings, rings, weapons, axes,
lotuses, lions, rubies, gems, saries, drinking bowls, gorgeous
paraphernalia of celestial power and glory. She roared once, and
the whole sky and the earth began to tremble with shock. There
was horrible echo, all the worlds began to shake, the oceans
were disturbed, the heaven and the hell were trembling. The
Devas said, “Hail, hail, O Powerful rider on the lion!” All the
sages began to praise Her through various hymns.

The Asuras saw the dreadful form approaching them, and
were unable to know what could that be. They immediately
collected their army and stood against Devi. “Ah! What is
this?”, said Mahishasura in fear. He fell on Devi with all his
followers in great fury. That Devi was covering the whole of the
three worlds. Her bow and arrows produced such a fearful
sound that the whole army of the Rakshasas began to lose
strength in fear. She had thousands of hands with innumerable
weapons. Then began the great fight between Devi and the
Asuras. Chikshura and Chamara, the Commanders of the Asura
army fought in the beginning with thousands of chariots. Then
Udagra, another powerful Rakshasa, with his friend, Asiloma,
came to Devi with crores of warriors surrounding Her from all
sides. Bashkala came with a stream of thousands of elephants
and horses. Vidala Asura came with fifty hundred weapons to
destroy Devi. The chariots, elephants, horses and fighters on
foot brought by Mahishasura had no number at all. They were
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so many that the whole world was not sufficient to hold them.
But Devi was single with Her lion.

Then, Mahishasura himself came there with crores and crores
of elephants and horses, weapons and warriors, to put an end to
Devi. Some Asuras threw their missiles on Devi. Some threw
their axes, some swords and some binding Astras. Devi
destroyed them all in a moment as if in sportful play. She threw
on them all Her divine weapons and in the twinkling of an eye
such a huge Rakshasa army was reduced to the earth. As if the
Lord of the fire in the forest, the Asura Mahisha fell on the lion
of Devi with all his weapons. Through every breath of Devi
came out innumerable warriors who fell on the Asuras and
levelled them to the ground. Then Devi blew Her conch the
sound of which broke the hearts of many Asuras. With Trisulas,
Chakras, maces and other divine Astras, Devi threw down all
the Asuras without mercy. There were mountains and
mountains of dead Asuric bodies and rivers of blood began to
flow from those mountains. Some Asuras were cut in two, some
had broken their heads, some were rendered senseless, some
were shorn to pieces, some began to vomit blood being heavily
beaten. Heads of Asuras fell without number, some with and
some without eyes. The ferocious lion of Devi tore the thighs of
the Asuras and drank their blood to his heart’s content. The
commanders of the Asuras were killed. All the elephants,
horses and chariots were crushed to pieces. Devi shone like the
sun rising above the mountain of Asuras, while the Devas
showered rains of flowers from above.
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THE THIRD CHAPTER

The charioteer of Mahishasura teased Devi in all possible
ways and tried to kill Her lion at a stroke. She got extremely
angry at this act of the Asura and with one stroke of Her Trisula
cut off his hand and threw it hundred miles away. Seeing this,
Chamara, the companion of Mahisha, came with his great
missile. But with one “Hum” sound from Her mouth, Devi burnt
the missile to ashes. Devi jumped into the sky and slashed his
head from the body. Then Udagra came with many trees in his
hands to beat them on Devi. Devi, filled with rage, powdered
the body of Udagra in no time. Karala, Bashkala, Durdhara,
Durmukha, Vidala, all were sent to the abode of Yama by the
hands of the Great Devi.

This was high time for Mahishasura to fall on Devi in person.
All his assistants were slain and he had no other help. He
assumed the form of a ferocious buffalo and harassed Devi with
his great might. With a powerful blow of his tail, horns and
hoofs, he created a dreadful sound that shook the earth. He fell
on the lion of Devi with rage and struck the lion with a mighty
sword. The lion roared horribly and in no time the Asura saw
that his legs were torn by the lion. With one stroke of Mahisha’s
tail, the oceans were scattered in the air and it seemed as if the
world would come to an end. With the kicks given by his horns,
the clouds were broken to pieces and were thrown to all
directions. The earth was broken by his hoofs and the sight was
simply dreadful. When Devi was about to kill him, he assumed
the form of a lion and fell upon Devi; immediately he again took
the form of the Rakshasa with a sword in his hand and fell upon
Devi. Devi threw Her weapons upon Mahishasura but
immediately he became a huge elephant and fell on Devi. But
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the lion of Devi fell upon the elephant and immediately the
Asura took the form of a buffalo. Then the Mother of the worlds
opened Her red eyes with fury and roared once again and said,
“O wicked Asura! Roar, roar! Your end is near. I shall drink
your blood with joy. Come on. I shall please the Devas now.”

The sage said: Thus saying, Devi caught hold of his neck, and
 tore his legs into two. There was the sound of “Ha, Ha” in the
Asura army when Mahishasura was killed. There was great joy
among the Devas. The Devas praised Devi for Her valour and
victory. Gandharvas sang and Apsaras danced.
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THE FOURTH CHAPTER

When the Asura was killed, all the Devas with Brahma as
their head, came to Devi, and praised Her with these words:

“Who as the Soul of all the worlds and the all-pervading
Power, sustains all, to that Ambika, worshipped by sages and
gods we offer our prostrations. May She bestow blessedness on
us all! Whose depth cannot be reached by Brahma, Vishnu and
Siva, to that Chandika, the mother of the worlds, we offer our
devoted prayers. Who is prosperity, in the houses of the good,
who is the destroying poverty in the houses of the wicked, who
is the wicked mind in the hearts of the sinners, to Thee, O Devi,
we offer our devotional salutations. O Devi, how can we praise
Thee? Thou art the cause of all the worlds, the Para-Prakriti, the
all-pervading essence. Thou art Moksha, Thou art Vidya which
gives Moksha. Thou art Rik, Yajus and Sama, Thou art the
destroyer of sorrow. O Devi, Thou art intelligence, Thou art the
essence of all Sastras, Thou art Durga who is the boat to cross
the ocean of Samsara. Thou art Gouri, Lakshmi, Sarasvati! O,
how beautiful, but how dreadful you are! Glory, glory to Thee!
Indeed, fortunate are those devotees on whom Thy full grace
descends at all times. What else do they want? By mere
remembrance, O Durga, Thou givest salvation to the devoted.
Thou destroyest their fear, givest good intellect to them, and
removest their poverty. Thou art so merciful O Devi! With the
idea of giving good life in heaven to those poor Jivas, you have
destroyed these Asuras with Your own hands O Devi! Why do
you take such a time? Why can’t you reduce them all to ashes in
the twinkling of an eye? Salutations, Salutations to Thee, O
Devi! You have destroyed the troublesome Asuras and brought
Peace to the whole world. What greater glorious deed can there
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possibly be? Protect us, O protect us from all sides. From front,
from behind, from right, from left, from up and from below,
protect us.”

Thus praised by the Devas and worshipped by them, with all
the sixteen methods, Devi said with a smiling face, “O Devas!
Ask from Me any boon, I shall give that to you all.” The Devas
said, “There is nothing which Devi has not done. For the sake of
us, You have killed Mahishasura. If You would give us a boon,
then may You come and destroy our troubles whenever we think
of You. May whoever prays to Thee with these hymns prosper
in all ways.” The sage said: Thus being offered Stotras by the
Devas, the Devi said, ‘Be it so’ and vanished from sight. Thus I
have told you the great glory of Devi who is the loving Mother
of all worlds. Again She was born through the body of Gouri in
order to kill Sumbha and Nisumbha, to restore Dharma on earth,
and to help the Devas. Hear from me these stories.



AY IAENA

TSI SET:
fafaaT:

3% e AT Tgehf:, FEETEd JadT, FIEY

B, Wi wifh:, wd fivy, gPiwey, gmae: wee,
R StEteats fafam: |

ALt |
3% HUENARAT TSEYFA Tsh U T
TG BT AT T |
TRICEagEal PerTammeRegT Tar-
eI e grTfedee ||
‘35 Fell’ BiNware 119 11

T FHHRPATRIEEOs =i |

FeAIH AT T HESHA, R 11

qra T dagefteR ad=gan |

HIHY IR T THd TR | N3 1
(72)



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

e YeHfE o Tshdatesd o |

aat gan fafrefar weosan: qufsar:

BT | fha: |

AT SR gR A ST, TG |

el TR qeaTuTeaHIIG:

3far e At qan fewad TAAT |
& FY: 1C

T 33 mEesd fEnd wad 9 |

TH: YHe wgA T Juran: W a

Rgrd 7 Fred D gl T 7=

ST IgEY gE dad T

Aol Jural Iged faged Hut A m: |

Fhd Yyt @& vavd 7 T =:

T g TR e |

T 799 FOTR gER Had -

rfoeenfeligd Taraed T9 ;|

T TeIfrsTd 35 Hed TH -

71 ¢eft wehvay frsymmfa wifeean |
TR, TS, TS T A

73

¥ 11
N4 1
&1

e 1l

HR 11
[1%o |1
HRR I
HRR
131

HR¥-2& I



74 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

a1 gt FEYY et |

TR, T, THEIE) 9 99

a1 Geft Ay gfgEur wfedr |

TR, TR, THEE 9 T

a1 Geft |y fgreor S |

TS, TR, THETE) T 98:

1 el Ty gemEuvT SfevT |

TS, TR, THETE) T 9H:

1 <t Ay BRI e |

TR, TS, TS TH T

77 ¢t wehyay wftredor dfedran |

TR, TR, THEE 1 T

a7 et Ty TR e |

TR, TR, THEE) T8 99

a1 geft Heldy anfraegor |fev |

TR, TS, THETE) TH A

1 2t gy SR w T |

TG, TR, TR 9 9

1 et Ty AT G |

TR, TR, THEGE) TH A

a7 ¢t Fedy wnfasgr |fedm |

TR, THEEY, THEE 91 A9

[13-23R 11

|1¥e=2R I

HRZI-R4 11

HR&-R¢ I

1RR-32 11

H3R-3¥ 1]

134 -3 ||

113¢-%o ||

1¥2-%3 11

11¥¥-%% ||

H¥e-%R ||



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

7 et TEAY HGrETT Hied |

TR, R, TR T T
7 et Ty I HIET |
TR, TS, THEEY T
7 eft welyay AerfiEv |fe |
TS, TS, TGS T T

1 el Ty g femar |
TR, THEE), TS T

7 oft welyay wforedor wfesa |
TR, TR, TRAEd A T
7 et Ty SATEYYT Wi |
TN, TS, THEEY T
1 et Ty giveue fedr |
T, TS, TS T

71 et Ty AT Sfe |
TS, TS, TS T T
a1 et Ty e Sfed |
TAEARY, TR, TR T T
st AT Srfieery |
Y T T TGS TH T

fafaedur o Femmag. = ferar s |

TR, TS, TS A9 T

75

H4o-4R 11

H43-44 Il

HY&-4< 1

[4R-&2 11

H&R-8¥ I

&4 -&L ||

&< -\90 ||

e -w3 ||

9% —\§ ||

e |1

JICYAT AN



76 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

war g qeEmsfivasammen Qi fAy afan)

Fg |1 7: Yegded ywif wgoafieg wme: A

1 TG S GACeIATIATEHTIRIST = e |

1 9 A1 deauma g A: gatugl wiefamgfdfn: e
BRGarT 11¢3 11

Td WATfCGhHT qaMT aF Tt |

A T SEe Jo-e A

A, O, gyate: wEdsa |

TR FggATsETosan ey 1|

e Aiaq e grafRa: |

o wha: wR e wofia: 11¢& 11

m:mﬁ:ﬂﬁﬁﬂl

Hifvrehif Ty adt kg T lew 1

e fafiarn g Fomeafy aredt |

FHTfcTohte THTEATAT feuTrerhaTs=n lee

Tarsfresrt /&9 forsmon guee |

T Tvet quevE el gl 1¢R 11

AT YR IRATT e 1 GHATE | |

FAT Tt HEN WHI=d fEmren 11Ro 11

A9 AGE B g8 FArIGTH |
AT HTE <ot TRIaT ST 1182 11



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

Slitemfoardg T fewfeeaT |
o1 g fosfy 3@ @1 wam, ggEefa
1 T qoR T & e
IR g T qrE Wi d TR
I T T geead. |
TIRSITaaedT™ adar= a1 §a:

o goEgmRatsfa asgo |

ISR UEEIN R HEIFCEINCL
faftRy wem: gEEar g |

B3 T IR0 e gt fasf |
U TreAall T: JUSSHITIIA:
Teaiteeshf-der T8 TS T & |
TSl AT WigEd TraR
FryprwenfeisTaTy g9 TSad: |
iy o qremfieie 9 T

T g T THET=ITEdTt |
TR SHeamft w@ e TR

BRBAr 11909 11

s a9 e | qq =veeA: |
ST i i 2 T

77

1123 11

HRR I

HRY 11

FIRsL

HR& I

1R |1

HR< 1

HRR 1

1800 I

180X 11



78 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

3fd Sf = @ a1 T g |

I =t geficn qun w9y 11803 ||

T qF T I RSt |

|1 ot A qa: Vg Yaev gy 11Z0¥ 1|
4 SErE 11904 11

3T SR TR TR |

TaIsE e SR mfiETT: 1120 ||

HATEAN: Harg I: TG Iy |

ffiaRaaemntt: @ ag= s aq 1gow |

WWW@TW:I

IFHRTHE AT Yo% g 10¢ I

AR T 1 TR |

A TSR o Fedl QargaTeTy, 1120R 11

&AM aRe 7T : |

I HFEET qcI e THfday 180 ||

1 == &Y TRy |

THYATH ST AT w23 A 11222 11

ST & o deh F=mg a9 |

1 IS Tl WS a9, 28R 1|

7 a1 wEES oy i |

WSl FAFAIY T & 122311



THE DEVI MAHATMYA

TR I Hed g |
T EEAT THTAST Heatargdl o9
BTG 11994 11

I 1 g1 qdt e feTar s
IR LR AR LI ERASUGE

IgaTd 11996 |
eI @ AT fhea e |
Setrerfeafa: e frgeaenfy arg:
o o= Feufosma e afcrad oM |
ST geaTe e A1 el g
a1 71 wafa U @ A of =uE |
QB gl ok @ & wat wfasaf
qarTeg s et A wer |
71 e fo ko wiftn e1g & @Y

o AT 11933 11
safeaTé 89 & gfd iz 79wE: |
AR 5 giTeaRE) PrER:
IRANER e T 2an 7 & gf)
fosf~ T efs ff o7 =t mferan
SGTEN: Tehell Qareaeyasl 7 T |

79

HRRY I

Q& I

1182 11

28R I

1180 1|

1R

IEEER]

REXEI

R4 I



80 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

1 TS HAARRT e IR |

HeRsvTAEETET 71 ity 112R& I
<egaTd 119206 11

TaHag el et e efaeiEaT |

T =Ufe wfasn & JgATetea ga 12R¢ 11

T & T8 WG o ASACHIHTE: |

ASEEIGS™ § F Ieh UG a9 1 13% 1133% 11

310 efizrdbosergarol Fiafdld seasal Qdismgicael
Qeell Gavialc & RAISEdr: /1< /1



"UTTARA CHARITAM
THE FIFTH CHAPTER

In olden days the demons Sumbha and Nisumbha, due to the
power of the boon from Brahma obtained by them through
penance, drove away Indra from his heaven and became the
overlords of all the worlds. They controlled the positions of
Surya, Yama, Varuna, Agni and all other gods. They began to do
the work of Wind even and so there was no work for the gods
who were forcibly driven out from their posts. The Asuras
began to tease the inhabitants of the three worlds and there was
great unrest everywhere. The gods became very much dejected
at heart and prayed to Mahamaya who had promised them that
She would come to their help whenever they were in trouble and
whenever they thought of Her with devotion. Remembering this
fact, all the Devas retreated to Himavan and there offered a
sincere prayer to the Great Mother, Vishnumaya.

The Devas said, “Salutations to the blessed Mother Devi, the
great Devi; salutations again and again to Prakriti, the
auspicious; salutations, salutations! Prostrations to the
dreadful, the eternal, the pure, the effulgent Devi. Prostrations
to Durga, the Essence, the Doer of everything here, the most
beautiful among the beautiful, the most dreadful among the
dreadful, salutations, salutations! Prostrations to that Devi who
is called Vishnumaya among all creatures. Prostrations,
prostrations! Again and again salutations to Her who is called
among all beings as Consciousness, as Intellect, as Sleep, as
Hunger, as Shadow, as Power, as Thirst, as Forbearance, as
Caste, as Shyness, as Peace, as Faith, as Beauty, as Prosperity,
as Effort, as Memory, as Mercy, as Contentment, as Mother, as
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Delusion, and who is called among beings as the Sustainer of
all, to Her let our salutations be! May that Devi bestow
blessings upon us, the helpless Devas!”

The sage said: Just then Parvati was coming there for Her
daily bath in the Ganga. She saw the Devas there offering their
prayers and asked them to whom they were praying with such
grief and anxiety. When She was talking like this, there
instantaneously came out of Her body a marvellous figure of
inexpressible splendour, and told Parvati thus: “These Devas
have been defeated by Sumbha and Nisumbha. They are
praying to Me for My help. I am Durga, the Power of this
world.” As She came out of the Kosha (body) of Parvati, She
has been called ‘Kaushiki’. The Devas were glad to see the
glorious Mahamaya coming to their safety and all saluted Her
with bowed heads. “Go ye all, O Devas, I shall see to the
matter,” said the glorious Mother. The gods returned from the
place and the great Devi was sitting on a tree in the Himavat
Mountains. '

Just then there came by chance, Chanda and Munda, the
body-guards of Sumbha and Nisumbha, loitering in the
Himalayan forests. They saw the extremely beautiful Devi
sitting on a tree and were enchanted by Her glamour of youth.
They immediately ran to their lord Sumbha and told thus, “O
Lord! There is a wonderful thing in the Himalayas. No man can
explain that wonder. There is an extremely beautiful woman
when compared to whom all your queens are mere worms only.
All your wealth is nothing. Your glory is nothing. Your valour is
nothing. Your kingdom is nothing. Your pride is nothing. She is
more than all this. Go there and bring Her. She is real wealth.
She is illuminating the whole of the Himalayas. She is the gem
among all celestial women. O king of Rakshasas! You should
once see Her in person. O Emperor! You have vanquished
Indra, brought the Airavata, the Parijata, Ucchaihsrava,
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Pushpaka, and all the wealth of the three worlds. You have
brought the lunar nectar (Soma Rasa), the Mahapadma-Nidhi,
the Maala, Amlanapankaja (garland of non-fading lotuses), and
the celestial Umbrella decked with gold and gems. You have
snatched away the power of Brahma, the Noose of Varuna, the
brilliance of Agni! You have brought everything. But you have
not got the essence of all these. And that essence is this
marvellously beautiful woman in the Himalayas.”

The sage said: Hearing these words of Chanda and Munda,
Sumbha sent his ambassador Sugriva to entice the celestial
Durga to become the queen of Sumbha. Sugriva made haste
towards the residence of that celestial woman in the Himalayas
with great excitement and anxiety and seeing Her sporting in
the Himalayan woods addressed Her thus in sweet words, “O
Devi! Sumbha, the Lord of the Asuras, is the Lord of the three
worlds. I am his ambassador sent by him to you. He has sent to
you this message through me: ‘All these three worlds are mine.
I have subdued the gods. I am enjoying all the sacrificial
offerings. All the wealth of these worlds is mine. [ am the Indra
of all. I have vanquished the lord of the oceans and have
snatched away his wealth. Whatever wealth there is among
Gandharvas, Devas, Nagas, Siddhas, Charanas, all are with me.
They are mine. I believe you are the most beautiful of all
celestial women. Please come to me. For I am the lord of all
wealth, all prosperity. You may marry either myself or my
brother Nisumbha, who is equally wealthy and powerful. You
will then attain the lordship of all these worlds. Think over and
tell me quickly.” ”

The sage said: Hearing these words of Sugriva, the Universal
Mother, the Support of all worlds, the blessed Divine Devi, told
the ambassador in these curt and deep-meaning words with a
slight smile: “Yes, You are telling the truth. There is no doubt in
this. Sumbha is the lord of the three worlds and Nisumbha is
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equal to him. But what to do? Through ignorance I have taken a
vow, how can I override it? Whoever conquers Me in battle,
whoever subdues My pride, whoever is a match for Me in
power, he should become My husband. Let, therefore, Sumbha
or Nisumbha come here and subdue Me, and then very easily
obtain My hand.” The messenger said, “O silly girl! You are
mistaken. Who, in all these worlds, is bold enough to face the
terrible Sumbha or Nisumbha? All the countless Devas and
Asuras have been crushed by the power of Sumbha and
Nisumbha, and what are you, a single powerless young woman?
When the terrible Indra was humiliated in battle, what are you,
an inexperienced girl? Come with me to the palace of Sumbha
and Nisumbha. Otherwise, you will shortly witness yourself
being dragged by force through your bundle of hairs like a
pitiable victim.”

Devi said, “I know, I agree that Sumbha and Nisumbha are
powerful. But I cannot help it. I have taken an unwise vow long
ago. I have now to act according to it. Please go back and tell
them the fact. Let them do what they like.”



HE31SEAT ;-

HH
3o AIMERGTEU HROTHTHR TS -
WTEaREeTdl feaTehtfauT Ao g |
S et
AR aUETgR el TR = ||
‘3%’ BYBA 119 11

Wﬁm:qﬁmzl
THIE T ST foretrg HR 1

T G AgEIHTRIIGE ad: |

TEIE: TTg TR eeray 13 1
2 yHereTy o = iEha: |

AR AT G81 SFeehviergany, ¥ 1
qeafamTe: widafe afasds®: |

T geAISH a1y I&ft TeE u o a1

BiNear 1€ 11

AReea: 3fE @ S gEeE: |

;WS FEETOTHGT gd Ft ol
(85)



86 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

T g5 1 qal ol e e |

TR AT g e el
T Icficarer wadt Agategasafd |

T TATATRAY HTRTEAT, 1R 11

TAEAR AW qd: 6 O ey 1221
Hfeear 1192 11

FoIh: WISTAYTERAEGU o= |

THNOE q HEH H1 FHFIehT T 12311
N g, HEA=HGT FATEIHT |

EEL R IDE T i DI RN E bE 12X 11
Tl ATE: hIdTeheT A1G FAHEH |

quTATgETET o g e 124 11
I FIERU SRS AT |

ATHFY ARV T HEGT, 112& 1|
FHTIeTEAEE T RIS Hed |

U1 qIsERT R Faar geh 12w 1|
fafoeaemgimE: Fam qum |

T FeX RIWEAT Ydhe: 12 1
&N qgad |4 &9 i weTe |

AT HHENOT AT ATGAATTAIRITIAT N8R 1



THE DEVI MAHATMYA 87

e oG o TR e |

I 9 GRIG e qETRARTT ad: - IR0 11
ﬂﬁqaﬂlﬁﬂﬁl: > Wﬁﬂ'ﬁ]’{:l

YA = TUSHUS! W 1RE I
} TUS R IS SAeig: TRaTRat |

T Tead Tedl o °1 qHHEd g HRR 1
FISATHS TgEAT a1 AfG F: TR G|

derRTge: adgidfEan TEERT
e gar gerE R = faftfia |

fiormmTed SgEaT Tt AT |13 LIR¥ 1

3l ofixrdbosegaral Fialdlds seasal Sdizngreee)
FsiferRyForsisieiigziciiasias] & qeolsEerel: [/&1/



THE SIXTH CHAPTER

The sage said: Hearing these words, the messenger was filled
with rage. He came to the Rakshasa king and told everything
with great exaggeration. The Asura king was burning with
anger, and unable to control it, called his commander
Dhoomralochana and said, “O Dhoomralochana! Go
immediately to that wretch of a woman and drag Her through
the hair by force to my feet. If there happens to be anybody,
either a Gandharva, or a Deva, or a Yaksha, who may try to
protect Her, kill him instantaneously.”

The sage said: Under the orders of Sumbha, the commander
of the Asura army started to the Himalayas with sixty thousands
of forces well-armed and protected. He saw the Devi in the
Himalayan Mountains and said, “Start at once to the feet of
Sumbha and Nisumbha. If you do not wish to come, I shall drag
you by your crest of hair in my hand.” Devi said, “If you are the
commander of the Asura armies, if you are sent by the King to
drag me by force, then what more can I do ?”

The sage said: Hearing these words of Devi, the Asura ran
towards Her in great fury. The Divine Devi produced a sound of
“HUM?” from inside Her and Dhoomralochana was reduced to
ashes in no time. She poured a rain of arrows on the Asura army,
and the lion of Devi fell on them all like burning fire on a dried
forest. The heads of the Asuras were cut off with axes that
showered from the Devi’s hands, and there was no end to the
havoc caused to the Asuras by Her vehicle, the lion. The lion
drank the blood of the Asuras, who all were lying dead on the
ground. In a moment, there was not a single Asura to be seen in
the whole army.

This news reached the ears of king Sumbha and his anger
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knew no bounds. He began to bite his lips and ordered his
faithful colleagues, Chanda and Munda, thus: “O Chanda! O
Munda! Go there at once! Collect a large army. Bring her to me.
Do not delay much. Quick, quick! Drag her by the hair, or tie her
with ropes, or if not possible at least kill her in battle. Let her be
destroyed in case there is no other go. But try if you can. Kill
that lion which is so ferocious. Then tie her and bring to me.
Work dexterously.”
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THE SEVENTH CHAPTER

The Rishi said: Under the command of the Asura king, the
Asura army of Chaturanga-Bala, led by the able Chanda and
Munda, marched with raised arms towards the Himavan. They
saw there the Devi riding on a lion and smiling at them as if in
pride. They tried to catch hold of Her in all ways. They began to
use their bows, discs and swords, and came near to Her. Ambika
got very angry at them and Her face turned black like ink. From
the middle of Her forehead emerged forth a feminine form of
dreadful nature with horrible kinds of weapons in Her hands.
She was Kaali with fearful face, with a garland of heads of
Rakshasas around Her neck. She had wonderful Astras and Her
appearance itself created rapid beating of the heart in the
Asuras. Oh! Her form was very cruel and fearful. One cannot
describe it. She filled the whole space. And Her face covered
the whole skies. Fire was coming out from Her mouth. Her eyes
were bloody. She roared! And the Asuras began to tremble. She
fell upon the Asuras and began to destroy them in thousands at a
stretch. She began to eat up all the Asuras as Her food and there
were not sufficient Asuras for Her meal. She caught hold of
thousands of Rakshasas in one grip and thrust them all into Her
wide mouth. The commanders of the army, the proud
charioteers and all Asura-fighters of high status were nicely
chewed by the jaws of Kaali. Chariots after chariots were
entering Her mouth. Elephants after elephants were being
churned to powder by Her teeth. She caught hold of some by the
hair, some by the neck, some were tossed and kicked by Her
feet. Their weapons, and the arrows sent by them, She sportfully
swallowed in peace. Some of the Asuras She severely beat with
Her hands and some She partook of as food. Some were killed
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by Her swords, and some were rendered senseless by Her mere
sight. In the twinkling of an eye, the entire army of the
Rakshasas was destroyed.

Seeing this terrible scene, Chanda ran towards Kaali with
great force. He faced Her with discuses, axes, swords, nooses,
tridents, all thousands in number. Then Munda also came
running with a shower of arrows on Kaali on all sides. It looked
as if clouds were covering the sun in dense form. Seeing this
playful act of the Asuras, Kaali, with great rage, thundered
violently with Her awe-inspiring face and the fiery tongue. She
rushed forth towards Chanda, caught hold of his hair and cut off
his head with Her sword. Then Munda came running to Her in
anger, on seeing his brother killed in battle. She rolled him on
the ground and threw off his head with the cut of Her sword. The
remaining army seeing both Chanda and Munda lying dead on
the ground took to its heels and ran in all directions. Kaali took
the heads of Chanda and Munda in Her hands and said to Durga
with great majesty and grandeur, thus: “I have brought to Thee
these two animals, Chanda and Munda, offered in the sacrifices
of battle. You can Yourself kill Sumbha and Nisumbha.”

The sage said: Seeing the heads of Chanda and Munda
brought before Her, the blessed Mother said to Kaali thus:
“Since you have brought the heads of Chanda and Munda, you
will be renowned in the world as Chamundi.”
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THE EIGHTH CHAPTER

The Rishi said: When Chanda Asura was killed and Munda
was destroyed and all his army reduced to powerlessness,
Sumbha, the Asura king, could no more remain in peace. He
ordered for a unification of all the Daitya armies, and said,
“Now let all my warriors unite together with all their weapons,
and march against that lady in the Himalayas. Let my eighty-six
commanders collect their armies of elephant-riders, and let the
eighty-four, their armies of chariots. Let the fifty crores of
powerful fighters and the hundred sects of Dhoomrarakshasas
start now under my command. Let the armies of the Kulakas,
Daurhridas, the Maurvas, the Kalakeyas among the Asuras start
for war against that Celestial woman. Quick, quick!”

Ordering thus, the terrible Sumbha started with a large army
as if to uproot the whole universe in his anger! Seeing an
extraordinarily huge army approaching Her, Devi Maya
covered up the whole earth and the sky with showers of arrows
which made sight impossible. Her lion began to roar mightily as
if at the time of Destruction of the worlds at the end of a Kalpa.
The sounds of Her weapons, arrows and the lion were still
increased by the fearful sounds of Ambika’s bells, conches and
thunderings. Hearing these sounds, the Asuras began to encircle
Devi, Her lion and Kaali from all sides. At this memorable time,
for the purpose of the welfare of the world, and the destruction
of the Asuras, the Powerful forces of Brahma, Vishnu, Siva,
Skanda and Indra entered the body of Durga Devi. Whichever is
the form of the particular God, in the same form their forces
began to face the Asuras.

As the force of Brahma, Durga came with a Kamandalu and
riding upon a swan. As the force of Siva, She came riding on a
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bull and holding a trident, wearing the moon and the snakes. As
the force of Skanda, She came riding on a peacock with Sakti in
Her hand. As the force of Vishnu, She came riding upon Garuda
and holding Sankha, Chakra, Gada, Sharnga and Khadga in Her
hands. She appeared in the form of Varaha, Narasimha and
Indra sitting on elephant and with Vajra in Her hand, and with
thousand eyes! Then from the body of Devi came out the great
form of Her power (Kaali) frightening the entire quarters with
Her dreadful appearance. She called Her messenger, Ishana,
and said to Her, “Go and tell the Rakshasas that Indra should -
rule the heaven, that the gods should obtain the sacrificial
offerings, that the Daityas should enter the Patala if they want to
live. If they wish to fight with me, let them come, I shall feed on
their hot blood with joy!” Since She was sent by Kaali with this
message, She is even now called “Sivadooti” (Dooti or
messenger of Kaali).

Hearing the proud message of Kaali, the Asuras filled with
rage, ran towards Katyayani in order to put an end to Her life.
The Daityas rained upon Katyayani all sorts of Astras and
Sastras from all quarters. But the shrewd Katyayani showered
upon them a more powerful rain of arrows and divine weapons
which obstructed the Asuras from operating their weapons and
Astras. Then Kaali with Her invincible power rushed through
the Asura armies like a forcible blast of virulent wind, swept
over thousands of Asuras and crushed them down under feet.
With one sprinkling of holy waters from Her Kamandalu, She
absorbed all the strength of the Asuras. With Chakras and the
tridents, the number of Asuras She killed cannot be enumerated.
With Vajras and Saktis, She fell upon the Daityas like Garuda
over serpents. With the blow of Her Vajra, the Daityas fell in
thousands vomiting blood and deprived of their heads and
limbs. The Chakra of Devi destroyed innumerable hosts of
Asura armies, and Devi with Her form of Varaha tossed them
with the tusk hither and thither and tore them to death. With the
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form of Narasimha She began to eat up the Rakshasas with a
ferocious roaring. The fearful “Dootis” created by Devi began
to work havoc in the Rakshasa army and brutally devoured
them and crushed them down. Seeing that the forces of the
Mother are working the destruction of the Asura army,
Raktabija, their leader, came forth with arrogance and fury.
From every drop of blood that fell from his body, there came out
dreadful Rakshasas equal to him in power and valour.

Raktabija fell upon Indrani with rage and threw upon Her his
deadly Astras. Indrani with Her Vajra cut down his arms and
there was a profuse gushing of blood from his body which’
wetted the ground. Immediately there rose up thousands of
Rakshasas, each equal to him in strength and cleverness. There
cropped up as many Daityas as there fell down drops of blood
from his body in battle. All these fought with Devi from all
quarters. When again with a severe blow of Devi’s Vajra,
Raktabija’s head was fatally wounded, there was a stream of
blood flowing on the ground. At once thousands and thousands
of Daityas emerged out and fell on Devi with all their might and
main. Devi broke the head of Raktabija with Her Gada (mace),
and his blood gave birth to so many warrior-Asuras that the
whole earth seemed to be filled by them. She tore his body with
Her Chakra and there again was a stream of blood. Thousands
of Daityas again cropped up and the whole earth and the sky
were filled by these fearful giants. The Devas were filled with
extreme fear when they saw that the whole world was filled
with Asuras who could not be killed by any means due to their
infinite increase in number.

Seeing the Devas dejected very much, Devi told Kaali to
widen Her face and spread Her vast tongue, “O Kaali, when I
destroy these Asuras with My Astras, do not allow even a drop
of blood to fall on the ground. Drink up all their blood with thy
extensive tongue. Eat up all the Rakshasas that are created by
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Raktabija’s blood and then he will automatically be destroyed
completely.” Saying thus, Devi pierced Raktabija with Her
Trisula. Kaali spread Her wide mouth and drank up the blood of
the Asura. Pained by the harsh trident of Devi, Raktabija roared
his last roar and fell upon Devi with great force. Devi put an end
to his life with Her Chakra and there again was a great flow of
blood from his body. Kaali ate all the created Rakshasas and
drank the blood of Raktabija. Raktabija fell on the ground like a
mountain shaking the earth. All the gods were filled with great
joy. The celestial damsels sang, danced and rejoiced.
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THE NINTH CHAPTER

The king said, “O sage! Wonderful is the story told by you to
me. Wonderful is the glory of Devi, and wonderful is the death
of Raktabija. I wish to hear now, what Sumbha and Nisumbha,
the great master-Asuras did after the death of Raktabija.”

The sage said: On hearing that all the army was destroyed and
that Raktabija was killed, the King and his brother flew into
mad rage. Nisumbha fell upon Devi with the main portion of the
Asura army reserved for the purpose. From all the ten quarters
the Asuras tossed Devi with poisonous weapons, enchanting
Astras, and invincible missiles. Sumbha also came with a very
large army in order to capture Devi. He fought with the various
manifestations (forms) of Devi appearing as Kaali, Vaishnavi,
Raudri, Brahmi, Narasimhi, and the like. There began a
memorable battle between Devi and Sumbha and Nisumbha.
Wonderful was the fight! Wonderful and dreadful! The Devas
began to tremble. The sky was covered with clouds of arrows.
Devi fell upon the Asuras bravely. Nisumbha came with a sharp
sword in his hand, and beat Devi’s lion severely. Devi
immediately broke his sword into pieces with Her Chakra.
Nisumbha flew into rage and used his Sakti, Shoola and axe, but
now Devi grew extremely angry and wounded Nisumbha and
made him lie on the ground instantaneously.

Seeing his brother lying down on the ground, Sumbha ran to
* kill Ambika. He was fighting sitting on a chariot. He came with
his eight hands full of Astras and covered with them the whole
of the sky. Devi, seeing Sumbha coming towards Her, blew Her
Conch, and filled the whole sky with a dreadful sound. She
created a great sound with Her bow and arrows. The lion roared
terribly and there was a fearful thunder everywhere. Devi
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kicked the earth powerfully and tossed the sky with great force.
This ferocious sound swallowed up all other previous sounds.
Sivadooti and Kaali jumped in heroic vigour and ferocious rage.
These sounds made the Asuras very angry at heart. “O wicked
Rakshasa! Wait, wait! Stand there, where do you run?” said
Ambika with a loud voice. “Victory, victory!” said the Devas
from above. The heroic battle-cries of Sumbha filled the entire
space. Thousands, lakhs and crores of Astras were thrown at
Ambika by Sumbha. But all were a dry straw to the Divine
Devi. She burnt them all to ashes. Devi, with Her powerful
Trisula, pierced Sumbha in the chest. The poor Rakshasa fell on
- the ground in senseless fits. By this time Nisumbha regained his
senses and again got up to fight with Devi with his Chakra and
Gada, Shoola and sword. Devi pierced him again in the chest
and there from the split chest came forth a ferocious demon who
challenged Devi with might. Devi laughed at this and cut off his
head with one stroke. Some Asuras were eaten by the lion, some
were chewed nicely by the jaws of Kaali, some were cut in
twain by Kaumari, some were enchanted by the Kamandalu of
Brahmi, some were pierced with the Trisula of Mahesvari, some
were broken by the snout of Varahi, some were sliced to nice
pieces by the Chakra of Vaishnavi, some were killed by the
Vajra of Aindri! All the Asuras thus fell victims to one or the
other aspect of the Great Mother, Devi!
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THE TENTH CHAPTER

The Rishi said: Nisumbha was killed and Sumbha lying
down on the ground could not bear this insult to his kingly
honour. With uncontrollable anger, he cried out at Devi, “O
weak and wicked Durga! Do not be proud. You are fighting with
the help of somebody else.” The Devi said, “I am alone and
single in this world. Who is there other than Me here? See, all
these many fighting with you are Myself. Now look at Me.” As
soon as Devi uttered these words, all those appearances of many
entered into the body of Durga, and there was none but Devi, the
Single. Devi again said, “Be calm. I alone with the power of
immanence and omnipresence appeared as many but now stand
single and have withdrawn myself into Myself.”

The sage said: Again Sumbha got up from the ground and
raged a fierce war with Durga. It was the fiercest of all fights.
Like butterfly upon fire Sumbha fell upon Durga. The whole
world did not know what would happen, and was eagerly
watching the result of the battle. Whatever Astras there could be
in all the three worlds were thrown at Ambika by the powerful
Sumbha. As if in play, Durga swallowed them all and burnt
some to ashes by Her mere ‘Humkara’. Sumbha took up his bow
and arrows, Saktis, swords and missiles. Devi tumbled down
the whole of his chariot together with the horses and the
charioteer. Sumbha fell on the ground and finding that he had no
chariot, no horses and no charioteer, fell upon Durga with the
dreadful Mudgara Astra. Devi smashed the Astra immediately
with Her arrows. Then with his clenched fist raised up, he came
to break the head of Durga. He hit on Her breast with force.
Devi beat his chest with Her mace and he fell again senseless on
the ground. Regaining consciousness, he again stood up bold
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and, soaring to the sky up above, poured upon Her many Astras.
Devi also jumped into the sky and without any support She
fought with him and smashed him down to the earth. The
Siddhas and Devas were surprised to witness such a scene in
their life. Again Sumbha raised his fist and ran towards Devi to
hit Her. Devi put an end to his life with Her Trisula by breaking
his chest into two pieces. He lay dead on the ground shaking the
earth and the ocean when he fell.

The sky became clear. The Devas felt happy. The whole
world felt joyous when the wicked Daitya was killed.
Gandharvas sang.

The celestial Apsaras rejoiced and danced. The trees began to
smile. The rivers flew fluently. The Ocean became calm. The
fire burnt happily. The atmosphere became fresh. The earth got
rid of Her burden. The wind blew with joy. The sun shone
bright.
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THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER
The Sequel

Feeling joy at heart that the Asura had been destroyed at last,
the Devas, since their wish fulfilled, came to Katyayani Devi
and praised Her with these words: “O Devi! O Destroyer of
woes! Be pleased. O Mother of all the worlds! O Supreme
Controller of the Universe! Protect us all, and protect this
world! Thou art the Support of this Universe. Thou, the One, is
appearing as this world! Thou art water. Thou art the elements.
Thou art Vishnumaya. Thou art the Cause for bondage and
liberation. All Knowledge is Thy form. All women are Thyself,
O Mother! All this is filled by Thee alone. Thou art Intelligence
in all men. O Narayani! Thou art the giver of Svarga and
Moksha. Thou art Time, Space and Causation. O Blessed
Refuge of the distressed, O Narayani! Salutations to Thee! O
Destroyer of all troubles of the devoted who take refuge in
Thee, O Narayani, Salutations to Thee!

“O Brahmani with Kamandalu, sitting on the swan! O
Mahesvari with trident, moon and serpents, sitting on a bull! O
Kaumari with Mahasakti, sitting on the peacock! O Vaishnavi
with Sankha, Chakra, Gada, Sarnga, and various great Astras!
Be pleased, O Narayani! Salutations to Thee! O Indrani, sitting
on the elephant, with Vajra in the hand! O Narayani! Salutation
to Thee! O Devi of the dreadful form of Narasimha and of
Varaha with a ferocious tusk, O Narayani, salutation to Thee! O
Devi who took various forms like Kaali and Sivadooti, O
Terrible-faced! O Narayani, salutations to Thee! O Lakshmi! O
Kaali! O Sarasvati! Protect us, O Durga! O Narayani,
salutations to Thee! May Thy Trisula, Chakra, Ghanta, Conch,
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Sword, which destroyed Chanda, Munda, Sumbha, Nisumbha
and other Rakshasas, protect us, O Narayani, Salutations to
Thee!

“O Devi! Thou destroyest all the bad diseases completely.
Thou givest when pleased all that one desires. To them who take
refuge in Thee, there is no want. They really get a suitable
Refuge in Thee. O Devi, wherever there are evil qualities,
wherever there are Rakshasas, wherever there are unrighteous
forces, there Thou manifestest Thyself and destroyest them. O
Devi! Be pleased, be pleased. Protect, O protect us! May the
sins of the world lessen quickly. O adorable Devi! Take pity on
these (Devas) who are under Thy Great Feet.”

The Devi said, “I am the giver of boons, O Devas. Ask from
Me any boon. I shall give that to you.” The Devas said, “O
Devi! You have done everything. May our enemies be
destroyed.”

Devi said, “In the Vaivasvata Manvantara in the
twenty-eighth Dvapara Yuga, I shall be born in the house of
Nandagopa in Yasoda’s womb and destroy Sumbha and
Nisumbha once more who will be born again as my enemies in
the Vindhya Mountains. I will have my abode in the Vindhya
Mountains and destroy them there. I will take a dreadful form
and kill all the wicked-minded Rakshasas. I will eat them up
and drink their blood. Thereby My teeth will become red
and I will be called by gods and men as ‘Raktadantika’
(Red-toothed).”

“Again I will be invoked by Rishis when there will be a great
famine everywhere and the earth will be without rain, for
hundred years. I will then be born in order to relieve their
distress. I will look at them with hundred eyes and they will
name me as ‘Satakshee’ (hundred-eyed).”

“T will then fill the bellies of the whole world with corns and
food. Then I will be called ‘Sakambharee’ (filler with corns).”



124 THE DEVI MAHATMYA

“There only I shall destroy a Rakshasa called Durgama. Then

4 B8

I will be called ‘Durgadevi’.

“Once again when I shall assume a terrible form in the
Himalayas and devour Rakshasas for the purpose of protecting
the Rishis, I shall be called as ‘Bheemadevi’ (the terrible).”

“When a Rakshasa called Aruna will begin to torment the
people of the world, I shall take the form of a fearful Bee and
destroy him. Then I will be worshipped in the world as
‘Bhramaree’ (the Bee).” .

“In this manner whenever there is trouble anywhere,

whenever there is cropping up of demons, then and there I shall
manifest Myself and bring peace to the earth.”
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THE TWELFTH CHAPTER

The Devi again said, “Whoever sings of My praise with these
prayers, I shall look to his welfare and raise him from all
miseries. Whoever sings My glories of destroying Madhu and
Kaitabha, Sumbha and Nisumbha, whoever hears these stories,
full of My divine glory, to them there will not be any trouble.
They do not become poverty-stricken. To them there is no fear
from enemies, or from the king. To them there is no fear from
weapons, fire or rain. Therefore My this great story is to be read
and reread by everybody. It is to be heard by everybody. It is a
great blessed thing. The multitude of sins will be destroyed by
My Mahatmya, all the three Taapas will be pacified by singing
My glories thus. Wherever My glory is sung and I am
worshipped with devotion, I am there at all times. During the
spring season (after rains), My Puja is to be performed with
devotion, for it is very dear to Me. During the performance of
Puja, My these stories have to be heard with faith and devotion.
Then they will become wealthy and peaceful. Kings will gain
victory in battles, and will destroy their enemies. There will be
blessedness and Peace everywhere. That family ever singing
My glories will be always rejoicing with peace and plenty. All
diseases and worries will be destroyed by Me who am ever
ready to protect My devotees. There will not be any bad dream
to those, My devotees, and there will not be trouble from giants
and goblins. By mere study of stories dealing with My glory, the
thing called suffering will come to an end. My this glory is
everything. After performing formal Puja to Me, with flowers,
sandal, etc., Brahmins have to be fed sumptuously. Homa
should be performed with My Mantra and glories and wealth
should be given in charity. There should be great rejoicing and
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joy during the performance of My Puja and feeding of the
Brahmins. I am thus pleased with My devotee very quickly.”

“My Power destroys all ill-health and bestows good health. It
protects one and restores peace. The singing of My birth and
actions as previously sung by Brahma and Rishis, and as sung
by you all, will bestow health, peace and bliss to the faithful and
the devoted. By mere remembrance of Me, one crosses over all
troubles and sorrows. Due to My power, all enemies and cruel
animals run away far from My devotee.”

The sage said: Thus saying, Devi vanished from sight
instantaneously. The Devas ruled the heavens, got the
sacrificial offerings and were happy for ever. All the Asuras,
seeing their power curbed down forcibly ran in fear to the nether
regions and lived there a miserable life of restlessness and grief.
O king! Thus Devi comes to manifest Herself now and then for
establishing righteousness in the land and protecting Her
devotees. She deludes the whole world and controls the whole
world as the Mother. O king, all this world is pervaded by that
great Devi. That great Power creates this whole universe and
She Herself becomes the cause of sorrow and happiness of the
world.
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THE THIRTEENTH CHAPTER

The sage said: Thus I have recounted to you the entire story
of the glories of Devi and Her actions. She is Vidya or the
Intelligence-Principle of Vishnu-Sakti or Maya and She is the
Avidya or the Ignorant principle too, and is above both. By Her
only yourself and this Vaisya are deluded and many others also
are deluded by Her in the same manner. O king! Take refuge in
that Devi Maya! She is the giver of pleasure, Svarga and
Moksha to Her devotees at the same time.

Markandeya said: Hearing these words of the Rishi, the King
Suratha was very much moved at heart and immediately started
to dense forests to perform rigorous penance. The Vaisya also
followed him and began to perform Tapas on the bank of the
river reciting Devi Suktam continuously. They wanted to have
the vision of Devi in order to get back their lost kingdom and
wealth. They prepared an image of Devi out of the mud from the
river bank for the purpose of their worship with
Shodasa-Upachara or the sixteen modes of worship to Devi.
They both fasted and concentrated their minds on the glorious
form of Devi. On their practising like this rigorous penance for
three complete years, Devi was very much pleased and
manifesting Herself to them spoke to them with these words.
The Devi said, “O king! Whatever you want you can tell Me
now. I am pleased with you. I am prepared to give you
anything.”

Markandeya said: The king asked from Her the boon that he
should get back his lost kingdom undaunted by any enemy. But
the Vaisya asked from Devi Wisdom and nothing else.

The Devi said, “O king! In a few days you will regain your
kingdom. You will conquer your enemies and rule over the land
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happily. After death you will be born through Surya (Sun) as the
eighth Manu called Savarni. O Vaisya! As you desired I shall
give you Wisdom. You will have Wisdom.”

Markandeya said: In this manner, giving the required boons
to those two people, Devi vanished from sight immediately.
Thus obtaining a boon from